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Moscow Smears B atchiord

Sitting in his office on a rccent Sunday afternoon,

Pcace Corps Dircclor Joseph Blatcht‘ord bucnmc grcatly
amused as he began o pore.
over a radio reporl  {rom
Moscow on his rceent trip
to Africa. Moscow ackinowl- {!
;dg;d that Blatchford was.

**sociable and well-mannered .
and creates a very good im- t"'.j"'-'-
pression,'  What is movre, he ||
is a Negro {a fact that is news
to both Blatehford and his
parents].'” In the opinion of
those who appointed him Peace BLATCHFORD
Corps dircctor, Moscow blithely went on, *“this cannot
but appcal to Africans.”

The Sovicts thea gol down to secrious b;zsmcss.
While Biatchford is both a gcmlcman and a humanist,"
said Moscow, he is also “'a hard-core spy from the -

CIA with more than 10 ycars’ scmomy"(also news

to the Peace Corps dircctor).

Back in 1960, the radio report cominuéd. he came
**out with the initiative, not his own, of course, but .

that of CIA, to set up a kind of organization of

volunteers for working in the coumncs of that conti» .- -

nent.

**This organization was to take up the problcm'of v

housing and liquidating slums. It was called in fact’
*Accion.’

lcagucs ‘A’ . . .

.« .Thieves and robbers were recruited by *‘Accion’ -

to form a gang for tailing progrcssivc politicians,
intimidating them, and somenmcs rcmovmg thcm
physically. . . . '

**No doubt Joe Blatchford in his new role will try
to mold banditism in Africa in a form favorable for- " "
.CIA. o PGS
planning to visit those Alfrican countries where the ..o

Therefore, it is not surprising that he is

declasse clements are at their highest, o o o

“Actually, Washington has chosca a suitable leader

for the Peace Corps—a paid agent of CIA and a

specialist in political blackmail and assassinations Who | 7,
could be bcucr a a Icadcr of thc Corpsmcn "; T
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"But .how did Joe Blatchford and his cole S
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Those w-h-erl?now the new Peace Corps director -
are chuckling at Moscow's {urious blast,
. Blatchford, in fact, is not & Negro nor has he
ever been a member of the CIA. While head
of “Accion,” Blatchford, morcover, scrupulously
avoided taking funds from any foundation that
appearced (o be even remotely connccied with the
CiA
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Moscow's real reason for assailing the new Peace

'Corps director, say knowledgcable anti-Communisis,
.t is that DBlatchford built

= sclf-help program for Latin American’ slum dwellers
.which radiated much good will for the United Siatcs.,

Accion into an effcctive

Somc Latin obscrvers have cven referred to Accion
~as  ‘‘preventive anti-communism.’”’ Fearing that
Blatchford will turn the Peace Corps into an equally
effective or gamz.auon. Moscow. has appaceatly dcadcd
tq smear hsm wuh its nghty mud gun.. . .’
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